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CULTURE AND THE ARTS — PULSE PERSPECTIVES 2019 EXHIBITION 
Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [9.02 am]: On Tuesday evening, 
I attended the opening of Pulse Perspectives at the Art Gallery of Western Australia with parliamentary secretary 
Hon Samantha Rowe, MLC. It is an annual exhibition of art from WA’s recently graduated year 12 students. It 
never fails to inspire and provide an incredible insight into the talent, promise, passion and concerns of our young 
people. This year the exhibition attracted just under 300 submissions from which 44 works by student artists from 
29 schools across WA were selected and are now on display. 
The exhibition opening was a fantastic event represented entirely by young people who were articulate and 
passionate about the arts and the positive impact the arts have played, and will continue to play, in their lives. The 
speakers included Grace Crogan, a recent graduate from John Curtin College of the Arts whose work A walk to 
school is in this year’s exhibition. Grace is a member of AGWA’s Pulse Youth Advisory Panel, which is a sensational 
initiative designed to ensure programs for young people are shaped by young people. Grace was joined by 
Cezera Critti-Schnaars, who starred in the Perth Festival production Hecate, and Ruby Cownie, whose work was 
represented in last year’s exhibition. Noongar artist Sharyn Egan is creating a collaborative artist activation to 
which visitors can contribute every day while reflecting and connecting on mindfulness, positive mental wellbeing 
and the increasing value of the arts. 
The importance of visual arts and the arts more broadly for our younger generation, and indeed all of us, cannot be 
underestimated. In the words of the young speakers from the night, Cezera Critti-Schnaars said, “It can be a protest. 
It can be a declaration of love, an exploration of oneself or an idea.” Grace Crogan said, “The arts are a catalyst 
for social change. I am yet to be exposed to another practice that connects people in such a way as through public 
art—deeply, personally, intimately, globally.” The following words are attributed to Ruby Cownie: “Art is so 
applicable to your life experiences from the way we view beautiful details in everyday life to our creative problem 
solving, our curiosity and our discerning tastes. Creativity is such a pivotal skill and can be genuinely used anywhere 
you go.” 
I encourage everyone to head to the Art Gallery of Western Australia to experience Pulse Perspectives for themselves 
and engage with the world through the talented and thoughtful minds of our young artists. 
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